
Name of Committee: Children and Education Scrutiny Sub-Committee 
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Reference Action Assigned to Scrutiny Lead Due Date Response 

Insert date  Insert agenda item title and the action requested 
by the committee 

Insert name of 
director 

Insert scrutiny 
lead 

Insert 
Date 

Response provided by the service/ 
witness 

11.07.24 
Provide data comparing the percentage of 
children eligible for EMA funding, the percentage 
of applications submitted, and the percentage of 
awards granted.   

Lisa Fraser  
Director of 
Education 

Cllr Abdul 
Mannan  
CESSC Chair  

8.10.24 Further information included in 
Appendix 1.  

Provide an update on any concerns regarding the 
concrete at Stepney All Saints School and current 
assessment of safety. 

Lisa Fraser  
Director of 
Education 

Cllr Abdul 
Mannan  
CESSC Chair 

8.10.24 Further information included in 
Appendix 2.  

Provide details on the summer schools available 
in the borough.  

Layla Richards  
Director of 
Commissioning and 
Culture 

Cllr Abdul 
Mannan  
CESSC Chair 

8.10.24 Further information included in 
Appendix 3.  

Highlight whether there is any national or regional 
funding available for investment into new 
technologies to support young people with 
additional needs.  

Lisa Fraser  
Director of 
Education 

Cllr Abdul 
Mannan  
CESSC Chair 

8.10.24 Further information included in 
Appendix 4.  

Provide the updated list of safe spaces in Tower 
Hamlets, including the delivery method and 
agreement status. 

Shafiur Rahman  
Interim Director, 
Youth Services 

Cllr Abdul 
Mannan  
CESSC Chair 

8.10.24 Further information included in 
Appendix 5. 

05.12.24 
     

13.02.25 
     

08.05.25 
     

 

 

 



Appendix 1 – EMA Awards  

 

A breakdown of items 2 and 3 is provided below. However, we do not have access to the data on the percentage of children eligible for EMA 

funding. The Education Awards Team administers the awards, and in line with the eligibility criteria outlined below, we can only access data 

for students who have submitted an application. We do not have a list nor the authority to access data for non-applicants who may be eligible 

but have not applied.  

 

Breakdown of EMA Applications for 2022/23 & 2023/24 

 

2022/23 EMA 

 Total applications: 1,931 

 Total number eligible for grant: 806* 

 Total number of grants awarded: 746 

*For the 2022/23 round, we received 1,931 EMA applications. Of these, 806 applicants were eligible for the grant, but only 746 were 

awarded. The 60 applicants we were unable to pay did not provide the required bank statements/supporting documents for payment. 

 

2023/24 EMA 

 Total applications: 949 

 Total number eligible for grant: 767* 

 Total number of grants awarded: 752 

*For the 2023/24 round, we received 949 EMA applications. Of these, 767 applicants were eligible for the grant, but only 752 were 

awarded. The 15 applicants we were unable to pay also did not provide the required bank statements/supporting documents. 

 

EMA Eligibility Criteria: 

 You need to be between 16 and 19 years old on 1 September 2024. 

 You must be enrolled in a full-time study programme at a recognised sixth form provision/college. 

 Your household annual income (excluding Housing Benefit and Council Tax Reduction) must be below £25,000. 

 You must have been a resident of Tower Hamlets for three years, unless you are a refugee on the Ukraine or Afghan 

scheme. 

 You need at least a 95% attendance record by the end of your first term. 



o Allowances are made for authorised absences. 

 

 

Appendix 2 – Concerns Regarding Concrete at Stepney All Saints School  

 

The Council would not be able to comment on the safety of Reinforced Autoclave Aeriated Concrete (RAAC) at Stepney All Saints as this 

is not a building for which the Council is the responsible body. 

 

Responsibility for building safety falls to the Diocese as a Church school.  Discussions on the removal of RAAC is therefore managed 

between the Diocese and the DFE.  The Council are however aware that temporary measures have been put in place and the school is now 

approved on the School Rebuilding Process to facilitate full removal.  The timescales for this school within the programme is currently being 

progressed. 

 

 

Appendix 3 – Summer Schools and Activities  

 

Summer Fun – which includes a link to HAF Providers: 
Tower Hamlets Local Offer :: Blog Articles / Summer Fun 2024! (localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk) 

 
Holiday Childcare – Ofsted registered: 
Tower Hamlets Local Offer :: Providers / Search Results (localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk) 

 

Appendix 4 – Funding for Investment into New Technologies for SEND  
 

I do not know of any, but the DfE SEND capital funding can be used to support schools with resources which could include technology that can 

enhance learning environments. We have not received any requests from schools, this year, for investment in new technologies.  - Dr Tina Sode, 

Head of SEND.  

 

 

 

 

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk%2Fblog_articles%2F4118-summer-fun-2024&data=05%7C02%7CZaid.ul-Islam%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7C2c45e769ba1d4a1c517d08dcb6b80f84%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638586148858935360%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BG5Nbw3hw86DrRYc5nmxgUSOR7X1GjZ%2FuLGAinb1qms%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.localoffertowerhamlets.co.uk%2Forganisations%3Fpage%3D1%26per_page%3D10%26search_organisation%255Bterm%255D%3D%26search_organisation%255Bcategory_ids%255D%255B%255D%3D3310&data=05%7C02%7CZaid.ul-Islam%40towerhamlets.gov.uk%7C2c45e769ba1d4a1c517d08dcb6b80f84%7C3c0aec87f983418fb3dcd35db83fb5d2%7C0%7C0%7C638586148858947439%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v1onWvn2dgL1%2BXsXwUS9mIBXt7tOHXg4Wa3PcT84h%2BI%3D&reserved=0


Appendix 5 – Updated List of Safe Spaces in Tower Hamlets 

 

 



 
 


