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SUMMARY
1. Council Procedure Rule 11 allows for time at each Ordinary Council meeting for

the discussion of one Motion submitted by an Opposition Group. The debate will
follow the rules of debate at Council Procedure Rule 13 and will last no more than
30 minutes.

The motion submitted is listed overleaf. In accordance with Council Procedure
Rule 11, submission of the Opposition Motion for Debate will alternate in sequence
between the opposition groups. This Opposition Motion is submitted by the Labour
Group.

Motions must be about matters for which the Council or its partners has a direct
responsibility. A motion may not be moved which is substantially the same as a
motion which has been put at a meeting of the Council in the previous six months;
or which proposes that a decision of the Council taken in the previous six months
be rescinded; unless notice of the motion is given signed by at least twenty
Members.

Notice of any proposed amendments to the Motions must be given to the
Monitoring Officer by Noon the day before the meeting.

MOTION

Set out overleaf is the motion that has been submitted.



Motion on Women’s Safety

Proposed by: Clir Sabina Khan
Seconded by: Clir Rebeka Sultana

This Council notes:

That many women and girls in Tower Hamlets face harassment, assault and
violence in public and private spaces, which affects their freedom, dignity and
wellbeing.

That Tower Hamlets has very high levels of domestic abuse and sexual offences
reported to the police, as well as 14 domestic homicides since 2011.

In Tower Hamlets on average 6000 Domestic abuse incidents reported to the
police each year.

Last year 2,082 sexual offences were reported, of that 1348 were non rape
offences and 734 rape offences.

That improving women’s safety is the responsibility of everyone, especially men,
and requires more action from the Council and its partners.

This Council resolves to:

Launch a public advertising campaign to raise awareness and challenge violence
against women and girls, and to communicate the Council’s commitment to
women’s safety using council communications and the public relations
departments of partner agencies. The campaign should also promote positive
messages about consent, respect and healthy relationships, and encourage
bystander intervention.

Strengthen the enforcement partnership between the Council, the Police and other
agencies, and use innovative anti-social behaviour legislation to fine individuals
who harass and cat-call women on our streets. The partnership should also work
to improve the reporting, investigation and prosecution of domestic abuse and
sexual offences, and provide specialist training for frontline staff.

Increase the visibility and effectiveness of CCTV cameras across the borough and
inform residents of their locations and operation. Ensure that CCTV operators
monitor lone individuals, particularly women, during the night and early hours of
the morning. The Council should also explore the use of other technologies, such
as street lighting, alarms and apps, to enhance women'’s safety in public spaces.

Organise women’s safety community meetings to connect residents with the
Council and the Police, and to address their concerns and suggestions on how to
improve women’s safety in Tower Hamlets. The meetings should also provide
opportunities for women and girls to share their experiences, access support
services and participate in co-designing solutions.



