
 
 
SUMMARY 
 
1. Council Procedure Rule 11 allows for time at each Ordinary Council meeting for 

the discussion of one specific Motion submitted by the Administration. The debate 

will follow the rules of debate at Council Procedure Rule 13 and will last no more 

than 30 minutes.  

 

2. The motion submitted is listed overleaf.  The Administration Motion is submitted by 

the Aspire Group.  

 

3. Motions must be about matters for which the Council or its partners has a direct 

responsibility.  A motion may not be moved which is substantially the same as a 

motion which has been put at a meeting of the Council in the previous six months; 

or which proposes that a decision of the Council taken in the previous six months 

be rescinded; unless notice of the motion is given signed by at least twenty 

Members.  

 

4. Notice of any proposed amendments to the Motions must be given to the 

Monitoring Officer by Noon the day before the meeting.  

  
 

MOTION 

Set out overleaf is the motion that has been submitted. 

  

Non-Executive Report of the: 

 

COUNCIL 

19th July 2023 

Report of: Janet Fasan, Director of Legal and Monitoring 
Officer 

Classification: 
Unrestricted 

Motion for debate submitted by the Administration  

Originating Officer(s) Matthew Mannion, Head of Democratic Services 

Wards affected All wards 



ADMINISTRATION MOTION FOR DEBATE – ADMINISTRATION MOTION FOR 
DEBATE – MOTION ON YOUNG TOWER HAMLETS 
 
Proposed by: Cllr Maium Talukdar 
Seconded by: Cllr Bodrul Choudhury 
  
This Council notes: 
 

 That Mayor Lutfur Rahman, in his previous term as Mayor, oversaw a huge 
investment of resources into the borough’s youth services – taking young people off 
the street, giving them educational, cultural, recreational, wellbeing and employment 
opportunities, and preparing them for adult life. 

 

 The chronic cuts to, neglect and underfunding of, Tower Hamlets’ youth services 
during the terms of the previous administration, which resulted in the closure of 70% 
of all youth centres and attendant services in the borough.  

 

 That various studies – (set out below) – outline the correlation between access (or 
lack thereof) to youth services for young people and increased levels of crime and 
ASB, as well as low educational attainment and decreased job opportunities. 

 

 That this latter point is particularly true in the youngest and most densely-populated 
borough in the country, where green space is scarce for many communities. 

 

 That children from lower income households often have worse educational outcomes. 
A 2021 report found that those children from poorer households and without access to 
a decent education and extra-curricular activities end up with significant gaps in 
academic achievement – especially those from BAME backgrounds. 

 

 That young people in Tower Hamlets have suffered because of the previous 
administration’s cuts.  

 
This Council believes:  
 

 That the young people of Tower Hamlets deserve the best opportunities to excel, both 
inside and outside of the classroom.  

 

Links to External Reports/Websites 
 
Social Mobility Commission 2019: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/a
ttachment_data/file/818679/An_Unequal_Playing_Field_report.pdf 
 

APPG on Knife Crime and Violence Reduction: Securing a brighter 
future: The role of youth services in tackling knife crime, 2020 
http://www.preventknifecrime.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Securing-a-
brighter-future-the-role-of-youth-services-in-tackling-knife-crime-v.2.pdf  

 
ONS 2021 – Child Poverty and Education Outcomes by Ethnicity 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/compen
dium/economicreview/february2020/childpovertyandeducationoutcomesbyeth
nicity  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/818679/An_Unequal_Playing_Field_report.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/818679/An_Unequal_Playing_Field_report.pdf
http://www.preventknifecrime.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Securing-a-brighter-future-the-role-of-youth-services-in-tackling-knife-crime-v.2.pdf
http://www.preventknifecrime.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Securing-a-brighter-future-the-role-of-youth-services-in-tackling-knife-crime-v.2.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/compendium/economicreview/february2020/childpovertyandeducationoutcomesbyethnicity
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/compendium/economicreview/february2020/childpovertyandeducationoutcomesbyethnicity
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/compendium/economicreview/february2020/childpovertyandeducationoutcomesbyethnicity


 That every ward in Tower Hamlets should have a dedicated youth centre, where 
children and young people can access services to help them develop skills, as well as 
their interests and aspirations. 

 

 That a serious (re-)investment in capital, personnel, and infrastructure is required to 
deliver these ambitions. 

 

 That the launch of the Mayor’s Young Tower Hamlets (YTH) scheme earlier this week 
(Monday 17th July) – in which a £13.7million per annum investment in the borough’s 
redesigned youth service and a guaranteed youth centre in every ward were 
showcased – represents a drastic change in the Council’s approach, and a firm 
commitment to the future of the borough’s young people. 

 

 That this investment will provide jobs, intern and apprenticeship opportunities for 
young people across the borough. 

 

 That this investment will also help tackle inequalities faced by disabled and SEN 
young people in the borough; it will also provide women and girls with increased safe 
access to sporting, educational, and cultural services previously cut.  

 

 That the work of the Deputy Mayor and Council Officers should be particularly 
recognised in helping to deliver this key Mayoral priority. 

 

 That this scheme represents the insourcing of another key service in the borough, 
enhancing democratic accountability and control, and symbolising a key step in 
accelerating education and attainment in Tower Hamlets. 

 
This Council resolves:  
 

 To approve and endorse the Mayor and Council’s newly launched service, Young 
Tower Hamlets, and recognise the huge benefits it will have on the borough’s young 
people and families. 

 

 To commend Officers and the Lead Member for their work in delivering this project. 
 

 To support officers in the delivery of this key service moving forward. 
 

 


