Labour Group Amendment to the Conservative Motion regarding Probity in the
Planning System

Proposer: Clir Asma Islam
Seconder: Mayor John Biggs

This Council notes:

That Tower Hamlets has more development going through the planning system than
most local authorities.

That the Council already have the checks and balances in place to ensure robust
decisions in the planning system, which includes the Member’'s Code of Conduct, the
LBTH Staff Codes of Conduct and the Council’s Whistleblowing policy.

That the Council takes all allegations of corruption seriously and investigates any
type of wrong-doing to ensure it goes through the correct oversight.

That the gross development value of many developments exceeds £100 million and
some such as the recently consented ASDA site exceed £1 billion.

There is frequently local opposition to development for a range of reasons including
issues including sunlight, daylight access and the provision (or lack) of social
infrastructure and that planning decisions involve balancing many competing
interests _and ensuring an_informed judgement is made while taking into _account
local and regional policy and the national policy framework. This can mean schemes
are approved despite local opposition.

This Council further notes:

Previous Any allegations of bribery will continue to be taken seriously by the Council

and will be reported to the police and necessary agencies. which-were-neverasfar
- Blich: | . . T oo,

That the Council and our community is awaiting an _imminent decision from the
Government concerning Westferry Printworks, following the scandal last year which
saw the former secretary of state go against the council’s planning committee and
the independent planning inspectorate in order to approve the Westferry application
just one day before Tower Hamlets Council introduced a new Community
Infrastructure Levy charge - which would have cost the developer an extra £43m if
the application had been approved after the new charge was introduced — leading to
allegations of “cash for favours.”

This Council resolves:



To restere continue with our work to ensure public trust in the planning system which
involves the planning process in the Council being as structured and transparent as
possible, Wlth open meetlnqs and publlc consultation. and—te—eeemter—the—na#a{we

This Council therefore recommends:

For all planning applications subject to a decision by the Strategic Development
Committee:

1. That members continue to abide by the robust measures already in place to
ensure informed decisions are made. These measures include the Members
Code of Conduct and the London Borough of Tower Hamlets Staff Codes of
Conduct _and Council’'s Whistleblowing Policy, which require _members to
reporting report directly to the Police ASAP _any attempts to bribe or create
undue influence.

2. For members to continue to note the guidance as set forward in the Local




Government’s guide to Probity in Planning which provides guidance on members
meeting with developers and lobbyists.
10. That the Council writes to the Government: and-urges—them-to-bring—forward

1) To urge the Government to ensure that all due processes are correctly
followed by its ministers and MPs, and to work with opposition parties and
local authorities both at a national and local government level to ensure
politics is a force for public good.




