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www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/liveablestreets 

Liveable Streets is a multi-million pound borough-wide street and public space 
improvement programme. It aims to improve the look and feel of public spaces 
in neighbourhoods across the borough and make it easier, safer, and more 
convenient to get around by foot, bike and public transport. Tower Hamlets 
would like to hear your views on the proposals for the Old Ford Road West 
project area.

We’ve listened to your concerns on issues including:

•	 The volume and speed of vehicles in residential streets, impacting safety, air 
and noise pollution.

•	 The need for better, cleaner and greener public spaces.

•	 Hostile environment for pedestrians and cyclists.

This booklet contains our proposals to help tackle these problems. Let us know 
what you think before 11.59pm on Sunday 20 December 2020.

Coronavirus: Please refer to page 4 for details on our response to the pandemic.

LIVEABLE STREETS 
OLD FORD ROAD WEST

North Globe Town Square Visualisation
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Our response to Coronavirus                              
The council is working with its partners across 
Tower Hamlets to help tackle the spread of the 
virus and to make sure that residents, particularly 
those most vulnerable, are given all the support 
they need. Visit www.towerhamlets.gov.uk/
coronavirus for information and advice.
While our frontline resources are focused on 
the response to the virus, work on other council 
programmes is continuing. The majority of our 
staff are working remotely, including the Liveable 
Streets team. Social distancing measures will 
mean we have to change the way we engage 
with residents but we have adopted new ways 
to do this remotely so that you can continue to 
shape the positive changes happening in your 
area. 
Coronavirus has given a new urgency to the 
question of how we share our public spaces 
and how we can champion walking and cycling 
and the safe use of public transport. For these 
reasons, there has never been a more important 
time to move forward with this project.

What’s happened so far?                                
During the early engagement period in March 
2020, you gave your feedback through an online 
survey, interactive map and drop-in sessions. 
More than 500 comments were generated from 
across the interactive map and survey. 
We held online co-design workshops with more 
than 40 residents across four workshops. Three 
of these were held in July, and an additional 
workshop was held in September due to demand, 
where the project team worked together with 
the community to develop these proposals. They 
also held meetings with Tenant and Resident 
Associations, community groups, stakeholders 
and businesses in the area.

OLD FORD ROAD WEST
What is being proposed? 
Four schemes have been developed to improve 
walking and cycling, create better public spaces, 
discourage through-traffic and improve air 
quality.
We are proposing traffic changes and calming 
measures to make local streets safer for 
everyone. This includes crossing improvements, 
better street lighting, tree planting and school 
streets. 
The map on pages 2-3 shows an overview of the 
project area and proposals.

Why are these proposals important? 
Every day thousands of vehicles are travelling 
through the area and not stopping. These 
vehicles are contributing to the already 
unacceptable levels of air pollution on your 
streets, outside your schools and around your 
local shops. 
These proposals are also planned to work 
together with the approved Bethnal Green 
scheme and proposed changes in the Bow 
Liveable Streets area. 
This scheme in the Old Ford Road West area 
will provide essential links by creating improved 
active travel routes for everyone. 
The Liveable Streets proposals will help improve 
road safety, public spaces, and air quality. 
However to achieve this some local residents 
who want to drive may have to travel longer 
distances. 
All properties will still be accessible by vehicle, 
but people will also have greater choice on how 
they get around by removing barriers to walking 
and cycling. 

A 
third of all car 

trips in Tower Hamlets 
are shorter than 1.2 

miles

You told us that Wadeson Street and Vyner Street 
are key walking and cycling routes to and from 
the area including local schools, Victoria Park and 
Mowlem Children’s Centre. 

PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS

We are proposing to widen the pavement on 
Wadeson Street and improve the crossing for 
wheelchair users and those with pushchairs. 

By narrowing the junction with Cambridge Heath 
Road we can reduce the crossing distance and 
slow vehicles entering the street.

ROAD SAFETY AND TRAFFIC CHANGES

In the last five years a number of collisions 
involving cyclists have been recorded at the 
junctions of Wadeson Street and Vyner Street 
with Cambridge Heath Road. 

We want to improve the safety of these junctions 
by making both Wadeson Street and Vyner Street 
one-way. There will be no loss of parking as part 
of the one-way system.

By simplifying the road layout, we will make for a 
more cycle-friendly route for those coming to or 
from Hackney via Cambridge Heath Road. Vyner 
Street will allow contraflow cycling.

A road closure is also proposed on Vyner Street, 
west of Lark Row, to address the anti-social 
driving. Access to Lark Row will be maintained via 
Wadeson Street.

SCHEME 1 

PUBLIC SPACE IMPROVEMENTS

We also want to improve the look and feel of the 
area, by introducing tree planting on Wadeson 
Street, Mowlem Street and Lark Row.

TRAFFIC CALMING ON SEWARDSTONE ROAD

 We want to improve safety for pedestrians and 
motorists on Sewardstone Road by improving the 
existing speed humps. We are proposing speed 
humps which extend fully across the carriageway 
to slow vehicles.
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WADESON STREET

Wadeson Street and Vyner Street Plan

VYNER STREET

Proposed no entry 
to Vyner Street

Vyner Street to 
be made one-
way westbound

Relocated parking 
spaces (10 spaces)

Proposed pavement 
widening (10 parking 
spaces to be relocated) Proposed no entry 

to Wadeson Street

Wadeson Street 
to be made one-
way eastbound
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You Said: 
“Bishops Way has speeding, 

rat-running vehicles with pinch points 
that make it scary to cycle along here. 

Suggest closing this road and/or 
removing pinch points.”

You Said: 
“Crossings are needed to 

control pedestrian routes into 
Victoria Park.”

You Said: “Tree planting on 
Wadeson Street would be welcome to 

improve the air quality and to improve the 
feel of the place.”



6 7

SCHEME 2 
We want to make walking and cycling one of the 
easiest ways to get around the area, especially to 
and from Victoria Park and the nearby schools. 

By reducing the high volumes of cut-through 
traffic which currently use Bishops Way and 
Sewardstone Road we can create a safer and 
more pleasant experience for pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

TRAFFIC CHANGES

To prevent vehicles from using your 
neighbourhood as a short-cut, a closure is 
proposed on Sewardstone Road, east of its 
junction with Bishops Way near the entrance to 
Victoria Park. 

With the proposed closure on Sewardstone Road, 
traffic is likely to seek alternative cut-through 
routes. In order to stop this from happening and 
protect walking and cycling routes for residents 
and young children travelling to school, work and 
public transport, we are proposing road closures 
on Russia Lane, Robinson Road and Bonner Road. 
It is also proposed to make St James’s Avenue 
one-way northbound with new street parking and 
cycle parking.

We want to slow vehicles using Sewardstone 
Road and Old Ford Road by introducing 
additional speed humps and raised tables. 

WALKING AND CYCLING IMPROVEMENTS

We want to create a safer pedestrian and cycle 
environment by improving the existing crossings.

We are proposing to add a cycle crossing 
across Sewardstone Road from the park to 
Approach Road and Bishops Way. This reduces 
the conflict between vehicles, pedestrians and 
cyclists. Contraflow cycling will be permitted on 
Sewardstone Road.

We are also proposing to introduce raised 
crossings at the Bonner Road and Approach Road 
junction to make pedestrians more visible to 
drivers, and encourage slow traffic speeds. This 
is a key route for children and parents walking, 
cycling and scooting to school. 

A new contraflow cycle lane is also proposed on 
Bonner Road between Approach Road and Old 
Ford Road. 

Scheme 2 area plan

Old Ford Road

Russia Lane

Bonner Road

Bonner Road
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Bishops Way

Sewardstone                Road

Over 
6,800 vehicles use Bishops 
Way each day, and 78% are 

using the road as a cut-
through

Existing one-way
Existing crossing
Existing road closure
Existing schools
Existing school street
Proposed two-way
Proposed one-way with 
contraflow cycling

Proposed streetscape 
improvements

Proposed contraflow cycling
Proposed tree
Proposed road closure
Proposed street lighting 
improvements

Proposed school street

Proposed school initiative

Proposed new/upgraded 
crossing

Proposed speed table 

Proposed speed humps 

Proposed public space (no 
motor vehicle access)

Victoria Park 

Robinson Road

Vehicles 
on Bonner 

Road regularly 
exceed 
30mph

PUBLIC SPACE IMPROVEMENTS

We are proposing a transformation of the 
central part of the Old Ford Road area. This 
will reduce the daily through-traffic journeys 
of drivers who don’t stop locally; improving air 
quality and road safety. 

But, we don’t just want to remove traffic, 
we propose investing heavily in this area by 
creating a new public space at the North 
Globe Town Square with tree planting, better 
lighting, where people can stop rest and 
spend time.

If agreed, the final design will be developed 
with the Designing Out Crime Officers to help 
deter anti-social behaviour. 

The relocated and new parking bays will 
become short-stay bays to discourage 
loitering.
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JAMES 
PENNETHORNE 

SQUARE

SEWARDSTONE ROADRelocated & new 
parking bays

Relocated 
parking spaces 
(4 spaces)

Proposed one-way

Proposed closure on 
Sewardstone Road with 
2-way cycle track (4 parking 
spaces to be relocated)

Proposed 
crossing for 
pedestrians 
and cyclists 

Segregated cycle 
track (4 parking spaces 
to be relocated)

Bishops Way and Sewardstone Road junction plan
ST JAM

ES’S AVEN
U
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You said: 
“Many people cross Approach 

Road by Sewardstone Road to get to 
Victoria Park.”

Santander Cycle hire

BISHOPS WAY

North Globe Town Artist’s 
impression

Relocated crossing for 
pedestrians and cyclists 

Mini-roundabout 
converted to 
T-junction

3 relocated 
parking bays and 
2 new bays3 parking bays 

relocated

Santander Cycle Hire

OLD FORD ROAD

BONNER ROAD

ST JAM
ES’S AVE
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N
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SCHEME 3 
WALKING AND CYCLING IMPROVEMENTS

To create a cycle and pedestrian friendly 
environment and prevent Bonner Street from 
being used as cut-through from Old Ford Road to 
Roman Road, a road closure is proposed at the 
junction of Bonner Street and Roman Road.
These proposals will improve road safety, air 
quality, and reduce noise pollution on this popular 
route to and from the Bonner Primary School.
A short section of a two-way cycling track along 
Roman Road will provide an important link to 
allow continuity to Morpeth Street. Morpeth 
Street will become exit only at the junction with 
Roman Road. These proposed changes will allow 
for key north/south cycle connections into and 
out of the area, particularly those cycling to or 
from Victoria Park. Improvements to Morpeth 
Street will be considered as part of future 
schemes in the Mile End West Liveable Streets 
area.

TRAFFIC FLOW 

By implementing a closure at the junction of 
Bonner Street and Roman Road, we can replace 
the signals with a cycle and pedestrian crossing. 
This will also help improve traffic flow along 
Roman Road. 
With closures being implemented on Old Bethnal 
Green Road, and pending the proposed closure 
of Skew Bridge, it is expected that traffic volumes 
will decrease on Old Ford Road, and allow for 
safer local journeys.

PUBLIC SPACE IMPROVEMENTS

The closure of Bonner Street means we can invest 
in extra greenery and tree planting in this area. 
This will tie into the market space and improve 
the look and feel of the area.
We are also proposing additional parking spaces 
at the southern end of Bonner Street.

Scheme 3 area plan

TRAFFIC CALMING

On Old Ford Road, we have proposed to 
implement traffic calming improvements 
including new speed tables replacing some of the 
existing pavement build-outs to ensure a safer 
environment for everyone. 

To enable safer pedestrian crossing facilities by 
reducing the speed of vehicles, it is proposed to 
introduce a raised speed table at the Approach 
Road and Old Ford Road junction. A speed table 
at the junction of Cyprus Street and Old Ford 
Road is also proposed.

We are also proposing to convert the mini-
roundabout at Bonner Street and Old Ford Road 
to a T-junction and relocate the crossing to 
increase the safety of pedestrians and cyclists. 

PUBLIC SPACE IMPROVEMENTS

Improvements at Victoria Park Square near 
Museum Gardens and the South end of Globe 
Road to declutter, provide more cycle parking 
and planting are also part of our proposals to 
enhance the area.

WALKING AND CYCLING ROUTES

There are also places that you told us felt unsafe 
walking through due to anti-social behaviour or 
inadequate lighting, so we are proposing lighting 
improvements on Peary Place, the walkway 
between Cyprus Street and around North Globe 
Town Square. 

In addition, we propose to permit contraflow 
cycling on Globe Road to ensure a safe and 
convenient route for cyclists.

You said: 
“A simple T-junction would be 

better and more intuitive.”

Current situation at Bonner Street 
and Old Ford Road roundabout

Existing one-way
Existing crossing
Existing road closure
Existing schools
Existing school street
Proposed one-way with 
contraflow cycling

Proposed streetscape 
improvements

Proposed contraflow cycling
Proposed tree
Proposed road closure
Proposed street lighting 
improvements

Proposed school street

Proposed new/upgraded 
crossing

Proposed speed table 
Proposed speed humps 
Proposed walking and cycling 
crossing improvements
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Globe Road

Sewardstone                  Road

You said:
“Bonner Street is an awful rat-run 

northbound onto Old Ford Road, and it 
doesn’t mix well with Bonner Primary 

School.”

ROMAN ROAD
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1 relocated space & 3 
new parking spaces

Creation of a new public 
space on Bonner Street (1 
parking space to be relocated)

Proposed 
pedestrian and 
cycle crossing

Proposed 
continuous crossing

Proposed floating 
cycle track

Existing cycle lane 
to be retained

M
O

RPETH
 ST

Proposed two-way 
segregated cycle track

Proposed segregated 
cycle track westbound

USK ST

Bonner Street and Roman Road junction plans

You said:
“Please allow cycles to travel 

southbound on Globe Rd.”
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SCHEME 4 
As part of our ongoing commitment to reduce 
emissions around schools, we are proposing to 
introduce further School Streets initiatives in the 
area. 

School Streets enable streets to be closed to 
motor vehicles either permanently or during 
morning and afternoon times on each school day 
to allow children, parents, and staff to get to and 
from school via walking, cycling or scooting in a 
safe, healthy environment.

SCHOOL STREETS

Roads outside schools will be closed to motor 
vehicles between 8:30am to 9:15am in the 
morning and 3:00pm to 3:45pm in the afternoon. 
This will enable children and parents to arrive 
and leave the schools safely and encourage more 
active travel.

Enforcement of school street restrictions will be 
done via Automatic Number Plate Recognition 
(ANPR) cameras. Access for residents and 
businesses of those streets, school staff, blue 
badge users, SEND pupils and emergency services 
will be allowed if the vehicle is registered for an 
exemption, which can be requested free of charge 
using a form online.

If you would like further information on Tower 
Hamlets School Streets initiatives, please visit: 
www.towerhamlets.gov.ulk/schoolstreets

ST ELIZABETH ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

This proposed school street includes the 
timed closure of Bonner Road to vehicles and 
permanent closure of Waterloo Garden’s south 
of Bishops Way to become a public space. This 
provides a great opportunity for the school 
cohort to get involved in the design. 

We will relocate the 3 parking spaces on this 
road to Bishop’s Way and use the space to install 
new secure cycle parking for both residents and 
students of the school. Overall there will be no 
net loss of parking across the scheme.

MOWLEM PRIMARY SCHOOL/CHILDREN’S 
CENTRE

We have proposed a School Initiative next to 
the Bishop’s Way Islamic Centre, which would 
include a closure of the short stretch of road 
outside the centre just off Bishop’s Way, as well as 
a proposed cycle hangar. These proposals will aid 
current social distancing guidelines outside the 
school for pick up and drop off times.

BISHOP’S WAY

BONNER ROAD

RUSSIA LANE

 Mowlem Primary School/Children’s Centre and St Elizabeth Roman Catholic Primary School plans

Relocated raised 
Zebra crossing

Relocated 
raised Zebra 
crossing

Relocated and 
new parking 
spaces (3)

Proposed school 
play street

Relocated 
and new 
parking 
bays

Road closure at 
junction of Russia Lane 
(2 parking spaces to 
be relocated)
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Closed to 
motor vehicles 
(3 spaces to 
be relocated)

Access road 
to Mowlem 
School to be 
pedestrianised

OLD FORD ROAD

Shortened 
bus stop

Emergency 
access to 
be retained, 
disabled 
parking spaces 
to be relocated

Public space improvements 
including tree planting and 
no access to motor vehicles

Relocated 
disabled 
parking bays 
(2) and Car 
Club bays (2)

St John’s C of E Primary School plans

ST JOHN’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY 
SCHOOL

We are proposing the closure to part of 
Peel Grove to vehicles with public realm 
improvements, street lighting and new cycle 
parking to provide a safe and pleasant space 
for parents, caregivers and students.  
Emergency access to the school will be 
retained and the existing disabled bays 
relocated to Old Ford Road. 

BONNER PRIMARY SCHOOL

As part of Tower Hamlets School Streets 
programme outside Bonner Primary School, 
Hunslett Street, Hartley Street (west section 
and section from school to dead end) and 
Stainsbury Street will be made pedestrian and 
cycle only zones between 8.30am-9.15am and 
3.00pm-3.45pm on school days. Hartley Street 
and Stainsbury Street will be made one-way 
northbound for vehicles to allow space for 
footway widening, trees to be planted and 
contraflow cycling permitted.

You said: 
“School Streets are a fantastic 

initiative, please make them look nice 
and community friendly.”

Children 
in Tower Hamlets 

have up to 10% less lung 
capacity than the national 

average because of air 
pollution
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Bonner Primary School Plans

Green screen 
planting inside 
school boundary

Existing parking bay to 
be shortened and new 
raised table

Proposed Clean Air 
Garden with pollution 
reducing plants. 
Natural play features 
and seating offer place 
space and an outdoor 
classroom environment

Pedestrian and Cycle 
Only Zone entry point.
Zone to operate between 
8:30-9:15am and 3:00-
3:45pm on school days

Proposed footway widening 
and no entry signs

Pedestrian and Cycle Only 
Zone entry point.
Zone to operate between 
8:30-9:15am and 3:00-
3:45pm on school days

New 
trees

Harley Street and Stainsbury 
Street to be made one-way 
from Bonner Street to Royston 
Street

You said: 
“Vehicles are still stopping 

and idling on the school run causing 
congestion.”



Your views are important to us. We want everyone 
who lives, works and studies in the Old Ford Road 
West area to have their say on the proposed 
changes by 11.59pm on Sunday 20 December 2020.

Have your say by filling out the survey attached to this 
booklet, or to fill it out online please visit: 

talk.towerhamlets.gov.uk/LSOldFordRoadWest

If you require information in another format or have any further 
questions about Liveable Streets Old Ford Road West, please 
email, phone or write to us at:

LiveableStreets@towerhamlets.gov.uk

0203 092 0401 (weekdays, 9am – 5pm)

Liveable Streets
6th Floor Mulberry Place
PO Box 55739
5 Clove Crescent
London E14 2BG
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LIVEABLE STREETS
HAVE YOUR SAY

If you require 
this leaflet to be translated 

into Bengali, you will be able to 
contact an interpreter over the phone 
during the consultation period. Please 

refer to our project webpage for 
more information when this 

service is available.


