Public Information – ‘Accessing and Participating in Remote’ Meetings
The meeting is due to be held as a ‘remote meeting’ through the Microsoft Teams app in
accordance with:


The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local
Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations
2020, allowing for remote Committee Meetings.

The following guidance provides details about the operation of the virtual Strategic and
Development Committee Meetings.
Publication of Agenda papers and meeting start time.
Electronic copies of the Committee agenda will be published on the Council’s Website on the
relevant Committee pages at least five clear working days before the meeting. In the event
of a technical difficulty, the meeting arrangements may need to be altered at short notice
(such as a delay in the start time). Where possible any changes will be publicised on the
website.
A link to the electronic planning file can be found on the top of the Committee report. Should
you require any further information or assistance with accessing the files, you are advised to
contact the Planning Case Officer.
How can I watch the Committee meeting?
Except when an exempt item is under discussion, the meeting will be broadcast live for
public viewing via our Webcasting portal https://towerhamlets.public-i.tv/core/portal/home.
Details of the broadcasting arrangements will be published on the agenda front sheet. The
meeting will also be available for viewing after the meeting. Physical Attendance at the Town
Hall is not possible at this time
How can I register to speak?
Members of the public and Councillors may address the meeting in accordance with the
Development Committee Procedure Rules. (Details of the process are set out on the above
guidance). Please note however, that it may not usually be possible to arrange for additional
speaking rights and late requests to speak, particularly those received during or shortly
before a meeting.
Should you wish to address the Committee, please contact the Democratic Services Officer
to register to speak by the deadline, who will assist you to join the meeting. It is
recommended that you supply the Officer with a copy of your representation in case you lose
connection. You may address the Meeting via Teams. You have the option of joining through
a video link or audio.
(Please note that if you participate at the meeting, you must be able to hear and be heard by
the other participants attending remotely).
Where participation through video or audio tools is not possible, please contact the
Democratic Services officer by the deadline to discuss the option of:


Submitting a written statement to be read out at the meeting.

You may also wish to consider whether you could be represented by a Ward Councillor or
another spokesperson.

Microsoft Teams:
This is a Microsoft Teams Event. If you are using a Laptop or PC or a mobile device, you
may join via the website. Should you require assistance please contact the relevant
Democratic Services Officer who will be able to assist you further.
Procedure at the Committee meeting.
Participants (contributors) in the virtual meeting are expected to log in to the meeting in
advance of the start time of the meeting, as set out in the guidance that will be provided by
the Democratic Services Officer, when you register to speak. This is in order to check the
connection. You will be expected to confirm your identity before the meeting starts.
The Chair will formally open the meeting and will introduce themselves and every participant.
The Chair will then set out the expected meeting etiquette, including the following:








When speaking for the first time, participants should state their full name before
making a comment.
To only speak at the invitation of the Chair.
The method for indicating how to speak.
If referring to a specific page of the agenda pack, you should mention the page
number.
All participants microphones must be muted when not speaking.
Where necessary, participants may switch off their cameras when not speaking to
save bandwidth.
Participants must alert the Chair/Democratic Services Officer if they experience
technical difficulties, particularly a loss of connection, or if they need to leave the
meeting, as soon as possible. Where a key participant experiences a loss of
connection, the Chair may adjourn the meeting until such a time the participant can
re-join the meeting. A key participant is defined as a participant whose continuing
contribution to the meeting is vital to allow a decision to be made.

The Chair, following consultation with Democratic Services and the Legal Advisor, may
adjourn the virtual meeting for any reason should they consider that it is not appropriate to
proceed.
The format for considering each planning application shall, as far as possible, follow the
usual format for Strategic and Development Committee Meetings, as detailed below.











Officers will introduce the item with a brief description, and mention any update report
that has been published.
Officers will present the application supported by a presentation
Any objectors that have registered to speak to address the Committee.
The applicant or any supporters that have registered to speak to address the
Committee.
Committee and Non Committee Members that have registered to speak to address
the Committee.
The Committee may ask points of clarification of each speaker.
The Committee will consider the item (Questions and Debate)
Voting. At the end of the item, the Chair will ask the Committee to vote on the item.
The Chair will ensure that all Members are clear on the recommendations, have
heard all of the presentation and submissions. The Chair will conduct a roll call vote,
asking each Committee Member to indicate their vote, (for, against, or abstain) Other
voting methods may be used at the Chair’s discretion
The Democratic Services Officer will record the votes and confirm the results to the
Chair.

