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Petitions to Council

SUMMARY

1. This report sets out details of the valid petitions submitted for presentation 
at the Council meeting on Wednesday 20 February 2019. The text of the 
petition received for presentation to this meeting is set out in the attached 
report.
  

2. The Council’s Constitution provides for up to four petitions to be heard at 
each Council meeting.  These are taken in order of receipt, except that 
petitions for debate (those in excess of 2,000 signatures) will take 
precedence.  Should more than four petitions be received, all remaining 
petitions will be listed to be formally noted by Council. 

3. For Petitions listed as for debate: 

a. Petitioners may address the meeting for no more than 3 
minutes.  

b. Members may then question the petitioners for a further 4 
minutes.  

c. The petition will then be debated by Councillors for a maximum 
of 15 minutes. All speeches are limited to a maximum of 3 
minutes. During his or her speech, any Councillor may move a 
motion for the Council’s consideration relevant to matters in the 
petition (this does not require the suspension of the Council 
Procedure Rules).

d. The speaker will invite the Mayor or (at the Mayor’s discretion) 
the relevant Lead Member or Committee Chair to respond to the 
petition for up to 3 minutes. 

e. Following the petition debate, any motions moved will be put to 
the vote in the order they were tabled.
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f. If no motion is agreed, the petition will stand referred to the 
relevant Corporate Director for a written response within 28 days 
of the meeting.

4. For Petitions listed as to be heard:

a. Petitioners may address the meeting for no more than 3 
minutes.  

b. Members may then question the petitioners for a further 4 
minutes.  

c. Finally, the speaker will invite the Mayor or (at the Mayor’s 
discretion) the relevant Lead Member or Committee Chair to 
respond to the petition for up to 2 minutes. The petition will then 
be referred to the relevant Corporate Director for attention who 
will provide a written response within 28 days of the date of the 
meeting.

5. Members, other than a Cabinet Member or Committee Chair responding at 
the end of the item, should confine their contributions to questions and not 
make statements or attempt to debate.

6. For Petitions listed as to be noted, petitioners may not address the 
meeting. The Speaker will state where they will go for a full response.

7. Responses to all petitions will be sent to the lead petitioner and displayed 
on the Council’s website.

PETITIONS FOR DEBATE

No petitions for debate had been received by the petitions deadline.

PETITIONS TO BE HEARD

4.1 Petition calling on the Council to Keep the Community Language 
Service publicly funded for a multilingual and multicultural Tower 
Hamlets (from Apsana Begum and others). 

We the undersigned petition the Council to amend the budget and not to 
reduce funding to the Community Language Service (CLS) in the financial 
year 2019/2020 and call on the Mayor and Tower Hamlets Council to embark 
on a full consultation, with financial modelling and risk to see how we can 
preserve this much valued and historic service, that has contributed so much 
to community cohesion.

PETITIONS TO BE NOTED

None.


