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Agenda Item 1
Scrutiny Lead for Children and Education Written Update
 Met with vice chair of sub-committee to plan forthcoming meetings
and ways of working
 Met with Cabinet Member and Director to set out the reports and
attendees needed for sub-committee meeting on 9th Feb
 Reviewed minutes of Schools Forum meeting following helpful
input from another scrutiny lead
 Two resident group engagements – one around the closure of a
primary school and the other around support for VCS during
Covid-19
Bex White
Councillor, Scrutiny Lead for Children and Education
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Scrutiny Lead for Environment and Community Safety Written Update –
OSC Meeting 25 January 2020
Activities undergone by Cllr Faroque Ahmed since the last update include:




Liaising with the Council officers to discuss delays with the Liveable Street Programme that
have impacted the intended Challenge Session.
Preparing for discussions with Council officers regarding possible alternative topics for a
challenge session.
Liaising with Council officers regarding the initial scope for the Domestic Abuse Spotlight
Session on 22 March 2021.
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Scrutiny Lead for Health & Adults Written Update –
OSC Meeting 25 January 2020
Health & Adults Scrutiny sub-committee (HASC) will meet on the 8th February. The
work programme for 2020/21 has been signed off by the committee. We have two
meetings remaining in this municipal year (8 Feb and 2 Apr) and we have a number
of important matters to discuss as a result of this pandemic such as revisiting adults
learning disabilities provision and looking at the status of care homes and the budget
which will be heard at February’s meeting.
I have attended the following meetings in my role of Chair:
•

Monday 21st December Denise Radley (Corporate Director Health, Adults &
Community)

•

Friday 8th January Health & Wellbeing Strategy Workshops

•

Thursday 14th January COVID 19 Local Engagement Board

Outside of this above I have been in touch with officer and the director
regarding the following issues:
•

The Royal London Hospital capacity following in December 2020

•

The vaccination roll out in Tower Hamlets

Forthcoming meetings:
•

Tuesday 2nd February 2021 Tower Hamlets Health and Wellbeing Board. I sit
on the board as stakeholder.

•

Wednesday 8th February 2021 is the first meeting of the INEL JHOSC since it
moved to Hackney Council. Inner North East London Joint Health Overview &
Scrutiny Committee (INEL JHOSC) comprises of London Boroughs: Hackney,
Newham, Tower Hamlets and City of London Corporation. The committee’s
remit is to consider London wide and local NHS service developments and
changes that impact all the authorities mentioned. The INEL JHOSC
membership requires three non-executive Councillors from Tower Hamlets to
form part of the membership. I attend these meetings. Cllr Mohammed Pappu
and Cllr Shah Suhel Ameen were successfully appointed as Tower Hamlets
representatives to INEL JHOSC in the last Sub Committee meeting.
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Overview and Scrutiny Committee - 14th December 2020
Councillor Ehtasham Haque- Scrutiny Lead for Housing and Regeneration
1.

Housing and Regeneration Scrutiny Sub-Committee Meetings 2020/21 held to date
Only one meeting has been held of the H&R Scrutiny Sub-Committee during this financial year
rd
(2020/21) - on 3 November 2020. During this meeting we considered:





2.

rd

Actions arising from Housing and Regeneration Scrutiny Sub-Committee Meeting 3 November
Following discussions after the meeting as to how to progress the scrutiny challenge report on the
Homelessness Reduction Act – One year on, it was agreed that the Strategy and Policy (Place) team
would circulate the report on my behalf to both current and previous members of the Committee. I
have asked them to:




3.

A report on Social Landlords Performance
The draft report following on from the scrutiny challenge session, (held on 3rd March 2020),
on the Homelessness Reduction Act (HRA) – One Year On and recommendations for the
Committee’s approval. The report was not approved at this meeting – see actions (2).
A spotlight presentation by the Housing Options Service on Delivery of the Service: focusing
on the Customer journey (in light of Covid-19), an update on the changes to the Allocations
Scheme and the introduction of an Intermediate Housing Register of Interest).

revisit the report and recommendations. This offers all Committee Members a further
opportunity to comment on its findings, particularly the recommendations.
th
Provide any feedback by Friday 18 December. This will be used to enhance the report.
a final version will be circulated to past and present committee members for approval in
th
January 2021 ahead of the next sub-Committee meeting to be held on the 10 February
where the report will be ratified, under the AOB heading.
th

The ~Items to be considered at the next meeting on the 10 February 2021:

Item
Spotlight
Comprehensive Regeneration Update

Actions/Recommendations
A presentation covering all aspects of the Council’s approach to
regeneration, containing an outline of all current regeneration schemes.

Spotlight
Leaseholder Service
Improvement Plan (THH)
Spotlight
Housing Companies Update
Policy Framework Scrutiny
Social Landlords Performance
Report
AOB
Report from the Scrutiny Challenge Session
‘The Homelessness Reduction Act – One
Year On’

A presentation providing an update on the implementation of actions in
the THH Leaseholder Service Improvement Plan following the
presentation on service charges to the committee in January 2019.
A presentation providing an update on the Council’s two housing
companies –Seahorse and Mulberry Homes.
A report on Social Landlords’ performance with One Housing Group
invited to attend.

4.

Ratification of the report and its recommendations, agreed by Members
in January 2021.

Other Actions:

In my capacity as Chair of the Sub-Committee, I have met with the Corporate Director of Place and the Place
Shaping Team Leader, the Divisional Director for Housing and Regeneration and Senior officers from the
Strategy and Policy (Place) team to shape the direction of future Committee meetings and to resolve the
ratification of the Homelessness Reduction Act report.
I Plan to have a meeting with the (Acting) Divisional Director for Growth and Economic Development to discuss
what area we should scrutinise at the subsequent meeting in April 2021.
Finally, I have requested that we hold two short informal meetings (in January and March 2021) to update SubCommittee members on the progress of scrutiny matters being considered.
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Scrutiny Lead for Resources and Finance Written Update –
OSC Meeting 25 January 2020
Activities undergone by Councillor Leema Qureshi since the last update include:




Meeting with Kevin Bartle – (Interim Corporate Director, Resources) to
understand the budget being put forward including budget setting /monitoring
and savings.
Led discussion on the scoping development for the challenge session for Idea
Stores and Library Services on 28.01.2021
One to one meeting with Candida Ronald on Finance, overspent, balancing
the finance and focus areas etc.
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